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1. Presentation of the BBrussels PPhilharmonic OOrchestra 
 

 

The Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra was created in September 2002 by Antonio Vilardi, Artistic Director 

of the Théatre St. Michel, Clare Roberts and Roger Bausier. Its aim is to provide young conservatoire 

graduates with an opportunity to put their musical training into practice by playing in a permanent, full-

sized symphony orchestra, and thus enhance their chances of becoming professional musicians. In an 

highly fruitful partnership with the Théatre St. Michel, the orchestra helps to compensate for the current 

lack of openings for young professionals caused by the gradual disappearance of large orchestras from 

the Belgian music scene. The BPO has developed its own identity and is now firmly established as a 

recognised player in the artistic life of the country.  

 

That's why the BPO prepares its concerts in regular and frequent rehearsals; they  cover the major works 

of the classical repertoire as well as more modern ones, with a particular emphasis on Belgian 

composers.  The aim is to keep in movement, at the best of their level, about hundred young talented 

musicians, supported by a number of seasoned professionails, all of whom are conducted by the BPO's 

efficient and dynamic Musical Director, Roger Bausier, a peofessor at the Royal Brussels Conservatoire. 

The orchestra also promotes the careers of young Belgian soloists by giving them an opportunity of playing 

with a large established orchestra.�

 

Thanks to the invaluable support of the Théâtre St. Michel, the BPO gives four or five major concerts in 

the theatre each year as part of the “Music in St. Michel” season. The orchestra has enhanced its 

reputation by being chosen to take part in high-profile events such as the annual concerts celebrating the 

signature of the Treaty of Rome and International Children’s Rights Day, the COFENA concerts in Antwerp, 

as well as the Royal Brussels Conservatoire’s yearly conducting competition. The BPO performs regularly 

with internationally-renowned soloists in venues such as the Palais des Beaux Arts and the Royal 

Conservatoire in Brussels, the Queen Elizabeth Concert Hall in Antwerp, the Concertgebouw in Bruges, the 

Kursaal in Ostend, the Nouveau Siècle in Lille and the Palais des Congrès in Paris. 

 

The members of the BPO hail from twenty three countries and four continents, with a strong Belgian 

contingent drawn from all three regions and both linguistic entities. They are brought together by their 

love of music and their belief in its power to foster peace and harmony between peoples and 

communities.  

 

The BPO is always willing to consider proposals for future performance opportunities, whether as a full 

orchestra or in smaller formations, for official events or for private functions organised by corporations, 

societies etc., and is keen to bring its message of social and cultural progress to a wider audience. 
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2.  Curriculum Vitae of Staff Members 
 

 
 

2.1. Artistic Director and Resident Conductor: Roger BAUSIER 
 

Roger Bausier is an exceptionally talented musician, full of energy and irrepressible 
enthusiasm.  
His reputation as virtuoso trombonist was formed over a long career as a soloist head of desk, 
be it permanent or temporary member of various orchestras such as the Royal Music of the 
Guides large orchestra, the National Orchestra of Belgium, RTB (the Belgian radio and 
television station for the French-speaking community now entitled RTBF) and the Symphony 
orchestra of the Belgian National Opera.  
 

A devotee of chamber music, Roger Bausier has performed with several leading brass ensembles, the most notable 
being Charles Koenig’s Ensemble Polyphonie, Francois Glorieux’s Brass and Percussion, and the Brussels Trombone 
Quartet which he founded. 
With more than a hundred recordings to his credit, he has performed in major concert venues throughout the world.  
Since 1968, Roger Bausier has taught trombone and chamber music in various academies and institutes, including 
l’IMEP in Namur and the “les Rièzes et les Sarts” stage productions.  
Appointed Professor of Chamber Music at the Royal Conservatoire of Mons in 1989, he held the same post at the 
Royal Brussels Conservatoire from 1996 to 2010. 
 
Roger Bausier has conducted a wide range of ensembles. In 1996, he founded and directed the Brussels 
Conservatoire’s brass and percussion ensemble with which he has given several concerts in Belgium and abroad 
(including Turkey, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, and France). In 2002 together with Clare Roberts and Antonio 
Vilardi, he was involved in setting up the Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra, in residence at the Théâtre Saint-Michel, 
as Musical Director and Conductor.  
 
Since then, he has given many concerts at this Theatre and in other prestigious venues such as the Palais des Beaux-
Arts and the Conservatoire in Brussels as well as the Palais des Congrès in Paris and the Nouveau Siècle in Lille.  
In addition to mainstream repertoire, Roger Bausier has been involved in premièring contemporary Belgian works such 
as “Plaidoirie” by Paul-Baudhuin Michel in February 2003, Robert Janssens’ piano concerto which was performed for 
the first time in November 2004 for International Children’s Rights Day by young pianist Alexander Vaguener. In 
2005, during the 100th Anniversary of the Collège Saint-Michel, Roger Bausier conducted a world premier of Barrabas 
by Antonio Vilardi. In March 2008, he conducted Prima del Viaggio by Antonio Vilardi and Cinema-Cinema for flute 
and orchestra by Roberto Fabbriciani as well as Sessanta for flute and orchestra by the Italian composer Alessandro 
Grego in April 2009.  
Most recently, his style and talent have brought him wide acclaim as head of the Hacettepe Symphony Orchestra of 
Ankara and the Qingdao Symphony Orchestra in China; he conducted the latter of the two in during a live televised 
concert on 30th December 2006.  
In 2007, he was also guest conductor of the Hacettepe Symphony Orchestra of Ankara and the Izmir Chamber 
Orchestra in Turkey. 
 

2.2. Strings Coach: Thanos ADAMOPOULOS. 
 

Born in Paris in 1946, Thanos Adamopoulos started his musical studies with his father in Israel. He 
first came to the attention of the musical world in 1957, when he and members of his family 
appeared on US television with Leonard Bernstein and Isaac Stern.  
 
At the age of 19 he was appointed solo violinist of the Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra. Following 
successful engagements as concertmaster of the Belgian Radio Symphony Orchestra and the 
Antwerp Philharmonic, Mr. Adamopoulos was named concertmaster of the Monnaie Symphony 
Orchestra in Brussels, a post he held for 25 years, while also teaching at the Brussels Royal 

Conservatory.  
 
Thanos Adamopoulos has also been Violin Professor at the Royal Brussels Conservatoire and visiting professor at the 
Queen Elisabeth Music College of Belgium.  
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Active as a conductor in Europe, the United States and Asia, Mr. Adamopoulos is Music Director of the Chapelle de 
Larraine, a chamber orchestra based in Brussels. A member of the Monnaie Piano Trio, Mr. Adamopoulos has also 
completed successful tours of Russia, Spain and Iceland as leader of the Lille Sextet.  
The BPO is honoured to have had Thanos Adamopoulos as its Strings Coach since 2006.  
 

2.3. Leader of the Orchestra: Hanna Drzewiecka 
 
Hanna Drzewiecka (violin) was born in Bydgoszcz in Poland. After her music studies in her home town, she 
commenced her studies Pawel Radzinski and Krzysztof Podejko at the Fryderyk Chopin Music Academy in 1991, 

where she obtained her Master’s degree.  
  
In 1995, following the advice of Thanos Adamopoulos, she was awarded the 
superior degree and a Master’s degree at the Royal Brussels Conservatoire of 
Brussels, where she also completed the chamber music course, being awarded 
“great distinction”.  
 
Hanna has won numerous prizes, one of which at the 18th Festival for Russian 
and Soviet Music in Gdansk as well as  the prize awarded by the SABAM 

(Society of Belgian authors and composers) for the best interpretation of a Belgian piece (1st violin concerto by F. Van 
Rossum) at the 'Tenuto' competition in Belgium.   
 
Hanna Drzewiecka plays chamber music and as a soloist she has played with, among others, the Philharmonic 
Orchestra of Bydgoszcz, the Capella Bydgostiensis, the Pro Arte Chamber Orchestra of Warsaw and the VRO in 
Belgium as well as abroad.  
 
In January 2005, she was the guest at the 4th International Jean Sibelius Conference in the USA to play unpublished 
works for piano and violin with the great-granddaughter of the composer, Russamari Teppo. . 
 
Since 2002, Hanna has been first violinist of the Kryptos Quartet and is currently pursuing the “cycle de 
perfectionnement” Diploma at the Queen Elizabeth College of Music in Belgium and at the Musik Hochschule of Köln 
with the Alban Berg Quartet. In 2007 the Kryptos Quartet ventured into the world of jazz with the Alano Gruarin Trio 
(recording and promotion of the "Profondo Blu" CD with Prova Records) and recorded “Voces Intimae” in HD for the 
Flemish radio and television network, VRT.  In October 2008 the Kryptos Quartet was awarded 2nd Prize in the 
prestigious 8th International Dimitri Shostakovich String Quartet Competition in Moscow.  
 

Hanna has been Leader of the Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra since September 2006. 
 

She currently plays a “Pierre Silvestre Lyon 1849” violin, which is loaned to her by Paul Devroey 
 

2.4. Public Relations: Clare ROBERTS 
 
Of British origin, Clare Roberts has had a varied and unconventional career. Armed with a degree in natural sciences 
from Cambridge, and a Masters in International Relations from Columbia University in New York and ULB, she took 

up a position at the Western European Union in Brussels, dealing with European defence and 
security issues. From 1996 to 2001 she was actively involved in the Balkan crisis management 
missions related to police training in Albania and bomb disposal operations in Croatia. Since 
the closure of the Western European Union in 2001, Clare has been engaged full-time in 
musical activities. 
 
Clare has always been an active and enthusiastic musician. As a French horn player, she 
is much in demand as a performer on the free-lance music market and she has worked 

with many orchestras in Belgium and abroad. She performs regularly with the brass and orchestral ensembles 
of the Royal Brussels Conservatoire and is a member of Wonderbrass, a ten-strong brass group and the 
orchestra of Charleroi Operettes.  
She gained orchestral management experience in her role as President of a large international symphonic 
orchestra in Brussels. As a founding member of the BPO, Clare managed the orchestra until 2008. She is now 
responsible for the BPO’s public relations. 
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 3. Background 
 

 
 

3.1. Creation of the BPO 
 
The Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra (BPO) was founded in September 2002 to give conservatory graduates 
the possibility to put their musical studies into practice in a high-level, permanent, large orchestra and thus 
gain valuable, professional experience.  
The BPO is a standing orchestra and in no way an “on-call” orchestra which, for specific projects, 
occasionally brings together musicians already employed permanently in one of Belgium’s institutional 
orchestras.  
The orchestra is led by Roger Bausier, conductor and Professor of Chamber Music at the Royal Brussels 
Conservatoire.  
 

3.2. Presentation of young soloists 
 
The opportunity to appear as a soloist with a top-notch orchestra is an important and enriching step in the 
development of a virtuoso. This is one of the main goals of the BPO which, since it was founded, has 
provided several young soloists with this opportunity. These young soloists have included Lorenzo Gatto in 
preparation for the Queen Elisabeth International Music Competition in 2005, Alexander Vaguener, Anne 
Maistriau, Stefan Cifolelli, Shadi Torbey, Christophe Delporte, Denis Pierre Gustin, Eugène Galand, Julie 
Bailly, Eliane Reyes, Hendrickje Van Kerckove, Elisabeth Wybou, Liebrecht Vanbeckevoort and Svenja Van 
Driessche, Hanna et Katarzyna Drzewiecka,    etc… 
.  
 

3.3. Promotion of Belgian Music 
 
The BPO also strives to promote Belgian music. Since its inception, the orchestra has performed the works of 
several Belgian composers (Dirk Brossé, August de Boeck, Nicolas Danneau, Frédéric Devreese, François 
Glorieux, Robert Janssens, Jacques Leduc, Marcel Poot, Didier Van Damme, Jan Van der Roost, Max 
Vandermaesbrugge, and Frédérik van Rossum).  
The orchestra is once again placing importance on Belgian music within the scope of its activities in 2010 – 
2011. Eight of the upcoming concerts will offer respectively François GLORIEUX (x 2), Frédéric 
DEVREESE (x 2), Dirk BROSSE, Jan Van der ROOST, Michel LYSIGHT and César FRANCK.  
 

3.4. Musicians 
 
The ensemble currently includes around one hundred regular members covering three generations of musicians. 
The majority of the musicians are young professionals with diplomas from Belgian conservatories. These 
musicians are assisted by several renowned professionals. 
 

3.5. Government Recognition 
 
In 2005, the Minister of Culture of the French-Speaking Community of Belgium, Ms. Fadila Laanan, 
recognised the BPO as a “cultural entity working in the professional sector of the Performing Arts”. This 
official status shall remain valid for a period of five years, starting from 1st January 2005. It has just been 
extended until 2015. 
 
Since 2004 and repeatedly each year the Council of the Flemish Community Commission as represented by its 
Minister, recognised the BPO as a “socio-cultural association”, thus granting it specific subsidies.  
 

3.6. Artistic Recognition  
 
Acknowledgement within the artistic world of the quality of the BPO’s performances is illustrated by the fact 
that it is called upon to perform in prestigious concerts, often on a recurring basis:  

·  every year since 2004, the Royal Brussels Conservatory of Music has hired the BPO to perform works 
 under the direction of students taking their orchestra conducting exams;  

·  the Gala concert marking the anniversary of the signing of the Treaty of Rome (COCEROME Concert)
 at the Palais des Beaux-Arts in Brussels on 25th March in 2005, 2006, 2008 and 2009; it is once again
 planned for 2010 



 
7 

·  the Gala concert for the “International Children’s Rights Day” held on the 24th of November 2004 and
 the 20th of November 2006;  

·  the public concert for Iris Day in 2007 on the Grand Place in Brussels;  
·  the opening concert of the “COFENA” concert cycle in the prestigious Queen Elizabeth Hall in Antwerp

 on 18 October 2007;  
·  The “ORCEL” Gala at the Palais des Beaux-Arts in Brussels on 25th November 2010 for the world

 premier of his piano concerto 
·  The prize-giving concerts of the DEXIA CLASSICX 2010 Competition 
·  abroad, the BPO was hired to perform in the Nouveau Siècle in Lille on 14 January 2006 and in Paris on

 25 February 2006 in the “Palais des Congrès” for the Chinese New Year as part of a televised concert
 before an audience of 3700 spectators. 
 

3.7. Collaboration and Partners 
 
This endeavour was made possible with the support of the Saint-Michel Theatre in Brussels which, as part of a 
partnership agreement with its Director, Mr. Antonio Vilardi, has made its concert hall available to the BPO for 
its weekly rehearsals and its concerts.  
 

3.8. Legal Form 
 
The Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra is managed by Presto Vivace ASBL (non-profit organisation).   
 

3.9. Accounting 
 
The accounts of the ASBL are kept in accordance with current legislation applying to ASBLs in Belgium. .  
 

3.10. Company Headquarters 
 
The ASBL’s headquarters are located at 7, rue Théo Coopman, 1030 Brussels. 
 

Palais des Beaux-Arts – Brussels - 48th Anniversary of the “Treaty of Rome”(European Union ) – 25 March 2005
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4  2009 – 2010 Activities 

 
�  4 concerts conducted by the permanent conductor Roger Bausier. 
�  2 concerts conducted by guest conductors, on this occasion Stefano MAZZOLENI and Gernot SCHULZ  
�  1 concert conducted by the candidate of the Conducting Competition at the Royal Brussels Conservatoire, Giancarlo RIZZI  
�  7 soloists currently on tour  
 
�  “AMERICA” Concert  30th October 2009 at 20:00 at the Saint-Michel Theatre in Brussels, 

conducted by Roger BAUSIER.  -  Programme : El Sal� n México by Aaron COOPLAND, Concerto in 
F for piano and orchestra by George GERSHWIN, Manhattan, for piano and orchestra – Op. 20 by 
François GLORIEUX (B), West Side Story – Symphonic Dances by Leonard BERNSTEIN  -  Soloist: 
Meral GÜNEYMAN (USA) – piano 
 

�  “CHRISTMAS” Concert  13th December 2009 at 17:00 at the Maison de la Culture in Tournai, 
conducted by Roger BAUSIER - Programme : Ruslan and Ludmilla (overture) by Mikhail Ivanovich 
GLINKA, White Horse Inn Medley by Ralph BENATZKY, Sleeping Beauty Waltz by Piotr Illich 
TCHAIKOVSKY, Serenade by Roman HOFFSTETTER, Carmen (Suite) by Georges BIZET, Light 
Cavalry (overture) by Franz von SUPPE, A Night in Venice (overture) by Johann STRAUSS Jr, Bauern 
Polka, opus 276 by Johann STRAUSS Jr, Spring Voices, waltz, opus 410 by Johann STRAUSS Jr, 
Orpheus-Quadrille, opus 236 by Johann STRAUSS Jr, Emperor Waltz, opus 437 by Johann STRAUSS 
Jr. 
 

�  “NEW YEAR” Concert  3rd January 2010 at 15:00 at Casino/Kursaal in Ostend, conducted by  
Roger BAUSIER  -  Programme: Ruslan and Ludmilla (overture) by Mikhail Ivanovich GLINKA, 
Concerto for flute in E minor by Saveiro MERCADANTE, Sleeping Beauty Waltz by Piotr Illich 
TCHAIKOVSKY, Carmen (Suite) by Georges BIZET, Cavalry (overture) by Franz von SUPPE, White 
Horse Inn Medley by Ralph BENATZKY, Serenade by Roman HOFFSTETTER, Spring Voices, waltz, 
opus 410 by Johann STRAUSS Jr, Orpheus-Quadrille, opus 236 by Johann STRAUSS Jr, Emperor 
Waltz, opus 437 by Johann STRAUSS Jr  -  Soloist: Pierre Denis GUSTIN - flute 

 
�  “ITALIA” Concert  29th January 2010 at 20:00 at Saint-Michel Theatre in Brussels, conducted by 

Stefano MAZZOLENI  (Italy)  -  Programme: Freischütz Overture by Carl Maria von WEBER, 
Concerto no. 2 for  piano by Dimitri SHOSTAKOVICH, Unus Moriatur da “Judas” by Antonio 
VILARDI, Symphony no. 4 in B Flat Major, Opus 60 by Ludwig van BEETHOVEN  -  Soloist: Luigi 
FRACASSO – piano (Italy) 

 
�  “SPRING” Concert  1st April 2010 at 20:00 at Saint-Michel Theatre in Brussels, conducted by 

Roger BAUSIER  -  Programme: Overture by Frédéric DEVREESE, Largo alla barocco by Peter 
SCHECK, Double concerto for violin and cello, opus 102 by Johannes BRAHMS, Symphony no. 6 in B 
minor, opus 74 (Pathétique) by Piotr Illich TCHAIKOVSKY - Soloists: Hanna DRZEWIECKA - violin  
(Poland) and Katarzyna DRZEWIECKA - cello  (Poland) 

 
�  Orchestral Conducting COMPETITION , 26th May 2010 at the Brussels Royal Conservatoire, 

conducted by Giancarlo RIZZI (Italy) - Programme: 1st movement from the 7th symphony by Ludwig 
Van BEETHOVEN, Rigoletto: (Extract no. 4 (1st act) Scene and duet by Guiseppe VERDI, The Firebird  
(extracts: dance of King Kastchei, Berceuse and Finale) by Igor STRAVINSKY - Soloists: Aurélie 
Moreels (soprano) and Ivan Thirion (baritone) 

 
�  “Presentation” Concert on 2nd July 2010 at 10:30 at the Square in Brussels, conducted by Gernot SCHULZ 

(Germany) - Programme: Hungarian Dances no. 1 and 5 by Johannes BRAHMS, 3rd movement from the 
 5th Symphony by Felix MENDELSSOHN.
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5. Repertoire    (Sept 2002 to 2 July 2010) 
 
 
 
 
 

Fanfares  
 
Fanfare for the Common man Aaron COPLAND 
Fanfare to precede “La PERI” Paul DUKAS 
Royal Fanfare for Brass and Percussion François GLORIEUX 
 
Overtures  
 
Egmont, Op. 84 Ludwig van BEETHOVEN 
Candide Leonard BERNSTEIN 
Tragic Overture Johannes BRAHM 
Millennium Overture Dirk BROSSE 
El Salòn Mexico  Aaron COPLAND 
Overture Frédéric DEVREESE 
Cuban Overture George GERSHWIN 
Ruslan and Ludmilla Mikhaïl GLINKA 
Summer Overture  Jacques LEDUC 
The Fair Melusina Felix MENDELSSOHN 
Midsummer Night's Dream, Op 21 Felix MENDELSSOHN 
Marriage of Figaro  Wolfgang A. MOZART 
The Magic Flute, KV 620 Wolfgang .A. MOZART 
Night on the Bare Mountain Modeste MOUSSORGSKY 
Joyful Overture Marcel POOT 
Romeo and Juliet  Sergueï PROKOFIEV 
The Barber of Seville Giacchino ROSSINI 
Festive Overture Dimitri SHOSTAKOVITCH 
The Bartered Bride Bed� ich SMETNA 
Die Fledermaus (Overture) Johann STRAUSS Jr 
A night in Venice (Overture) Johann STRAUSS Jr 
Romeo and Juliet (Fantasy Overture) Piotr Illich TCHAÏKOVSKI 
Light Cavalry (overture) Franz von SUPPE 
Poet & Peasant Franz von SUPPE 
Symphonic Sketch “Winter” Max VANDERMAESBRUGGE 
Force of Destiny Guisseppe VERDI 
Der Freischutz Carl Maria VON WEBER 
 
Concertos  
 
Concerto for trumpet Alexandre AROUTOUNIAN 
Concerto n° 5 in E Flat Maj, Op 73“ “Emperor” for p iano Ludwig van BEETHOVEN 
Concerto for violin, cello and piano in C Major, Op. 56 Ludwig van BEETHOVEN 
Fantasy for piano, Choir and Orchestra Ludwig van BEETHOVEN 
Romance in F Maj, Op.56 for violin Ludwig van BEETHOVEN 
Double concerto for violin and cello, Op. 102 Johannes BRAHMS 
Cinema-Cinema for flute (world premier, 7 Dec 2007) Roberto FABBRICIANI 
Concerto in F for piano George GRRSHWIN 
Rhapsody in Blue George GERSHWIN 
Sessanta for flute (world premier 3 April 2009) Alessandro GREGO 
Concerto en E Flat for trumpet Joseph HAYDN 
Concerto for viola in D Major Franz Anton HOFFMEISTER 
Concerto for piano (world premier 21 Nov 2004) Robert JANSSENS 
Concerto for trumpet and orchestra, Op 49 Marinus de JONG 
Meditation from Thaïs for violin Jules MASSENET 
Concerto for violin in E Minor, Op.64 Félix MENDELSSOHN 
Concerto for flute  Saverio MERCADANTE 
Czardas for violin Vittorio MONTI 
Concerto for violin n°3 in G Major, KV 216 Wolfgang A. MOZART 
Concerto for violin n°5 in A Major, KV 219 Wolfgang A. MOZART 
Concerto for piano in A Major, KV 414  Wolfgang A. MOZART 
Concerto for two pianos in E Flat Major, KV 365 Wolfgang A. MOZART 
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American Eagle Waltz for trumpet Jacques OFFENBACH 
Concerto for violin n°1 in D Major, Op. 6 Niccolo PAGANINI 
Variations on the G string (violin and orchestra) Niccolo PAGANINI 
The Four Seasons (for accordion and orchestra) Astor PIAZZOLLA 
Concerto for piano n° 2 in C Minor, Op. 18 Sergei RACHMANINOV 
Concerto for piano n° 3 in D Minor, Op. 30 Sergei RACHMANINOV 
Concerto d’Aranjuez for guitar Joaquín RODRIGO 
Introduction, Rondo and Capricioso Camille SAINT-SAENS 
Concerto no. 2 for piano Dimitri SHOSTAKOVITCH 
Concerto for violin in D Major, Op. 35 Piotr Illich TCHAÏKOVSKI 
Concerto n°1 for piano, en B Flat Minor, Op 23 Piotr Illich TCHAÏKOVSKI 
Queen's Concerto for piano Didier VAN DAMME 
Concerto for piano “Slovienska Duca”, Op. 30 Frédérik VAN ROSSUM 
Prima del viaggio for flute (world premier le 7 déc 2007) Antonio VILARDI 
Concerto for clarinet n°2 in E Flat Major, Op. 74 Carl Maria VON WEBER 
 
Symphonies  
 
Symphony n° 3 in E Minor, Op. 55  - Scherzo Ludwig van BEETHOVEN 
Symphony n° 4 in B Flat Major Op. 60 Ludwig van BEETHOVEN 
Symphony n° 5 in C Minor, Op. 67 Ludwig van BEETHOVEN 
Symphony n° 7 in A Major, Op. 92 (1st mvt) Ludwig van BEETHOVEN 
Symphony n° 3 in F Major, Op. 90 Johannes BRAHMS 
Symphony n° 8 in G Major, Op. 88 Anton DVORÁK 
Symphony n° 9 in E Minor, Op. 95 (New World) Anton DVORAK 
Symphony n° 94 in G Major  “Surprise” – 1 st mvt  Joseph HAYDN 
Symphony n° 100 in G – 1 st  mvt  Joseph HAYDN 
Symphony n° 36 in D Major K.504 (Prague) Wolfgang A. MOZART 
Symphony n° 2 in E Minor, Op.27 Sergeï RACHMANINOV 
Symphony n° 3 in C Min, Op 78 “Organ Symphony” Camille SAINT-SAËNS 
Symphony n° 9 in C Major, D944 “The Great” Franz SCHUBERT 
Symphony n° 2 in C Minor “Little Russian”, Op. 17 Piotr Illich TCHAÏKOVSKI 
Symphony n° 4 in F Minor, Op. 36 Piotr Illich TCHAÏKOVSKI 
Symphony n° 5 in E Minor, Op. 64 Piotr Illich TCHAÏKOVSKI 
Symphony n° 6 in B Minor, Op. 74 (Symphonie Pathéti que) Piotr Illich TCHAIKOVSKI 
 
Orchestral Suites  
 
Symphonic dances from West Side Story Leonard BERNSTEIN 
Carmen (Suite n° 1) Georges BIZET 
Polovetsian Dances from Prince Igor Alexandre BORODINE 
Divertimenti for strings Frédéric DEVREESE 
Porgy and Bess (symphonic suite) George GERSHWIN 
Spanish Dances Enrique GRANADOS 
Peer Gynt (suite n° 1) Edvard GRIEG 
Pictures at an Exhibition Modeste MOUSSORSKY/Maurice RAVEL 
Pini di Roma Otorino RESPIGHI 
Spanish Caprice, Op. 34 Nikolaï RIMSKI-KORSAKOV 
Scheherazade, Op. 35 Nikolaï RIMSKI-KORSAKOV 
The Bartered Bride (suite of dances : Polka, Furiant, Dance of the comedians)  Bed� ich SMETNA 
Petrouchka Igor STRAVINSKY 
Nutcracker (Ballet Suite), Op. 71 Piotr Illich TCHAÏKOVSKI 
Rikudim  Jan VAN DER ROOST 
 
Symphonic Works - various  
 
Hungarian March Hector BERLIOZ  
Hungarian Dances n° 1,5 & 6 Johannes BRAHMS 
Appalachian Spring Aaron COPLAND 
Fantasy on two popular tournaisian tunes Nicolas DANEAU 
Prélude à l'après-midi d'un faune Claude DEBUSSY 
Dahomian Rhapsody Auguste DE BOECK 
Symphonic Sketches Alex DE TAEYE 
Enigma Variations Edward ELGAR 
Pomp and Circumstance n°1 Edward ELGAR 
El Sombrero de tres picos (The Three-Cornered Hat) Manuel de FALLA 
Concerto Grosso per orchestra Gaston FEREMANS 
An American in Paris George GERSHWIN 
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Manhattan François GLORIEUX 
Serenade for strings Roman HOFFSTETTER 
The Toone Marionnettes Robert JANSSENS 
Silver and Gold Franz LEHAR 
Cavalleria Rusticana - Intermezzo Pietro MASCAGNI 
Andante (3rd mvt) from Symphony no. 5 Félix MENDELSSOHN 
Perpetual Motion Nicolo PAGANINI 
Bolero Maurice RAVEL 
Samson and Delilah (Bacchanal) Camille SAINT-SAENS 
Waltz n° 2 Dimitri SHOSTAKOVITCH 
The Firebird  Igor STRAVINSKY 
A Night in Venice johann STRAUSS Jr  
Bauern Polka Op. 276 Johan STRAUSS Jr 
Emperor Waltz, Op. 437 Johann STRAUSS Jr 
Feuerfest Polka, Op. 269 Johann et Joseph STRAUSS 
Orpheus-Quadrille, Op. 236 Johann STRAUSS Jr 
Pizzicato Polka Johan STRAUSS Jr 
Radetzky March Johann STRAUSS Jr 
The Blue Danube, Op. 314 Johann STRAUSS Jr 
Voices of Spring, Op. 410 Johann STRAUSS Jr 
Thunder and Lightening Polka, Op. 324 Johann STRAUSS Jr 
Trish Trash Polka, Op. 214 Johann STRAUSS Jr 
Italian Caprice, Op. 45 Piotr Illich TCHAÏKOVSKI 
Slavonic March Piotr Illich TCHAÏKOVSKI 
Waltz (extract from "Sleeping Beauty")  Piotr Illich TCHAIKOVSKI 
La Madre Antonio VILARDI 
Luna Sconsacrata Antonio VILARDI 
Unus Moriator da Judas Antonio VILARDI 
One Hundred Stories (Barabbas by Ghelderode) (world premier l5 November 2005) Antonio VILARDI 
 
Oratorio / Choral Works  
 
West Side Story (suite n° 2) Leonard BERNSTEIN 
A German Requiem, Op.45 Johannes BRAHMS 
Mass n° 1 in D Minor Anton BRUCKNER 
Stomp your foot Aaron COPLAND 
The Promise of Living Aaron COPLAND 
Fern Hill John CORIGLIANO 
Requiem Gabriel FAURE 
Requiem (orchestration by John Rutter) Gabriel FAURE 
The Bronze Heart Gaston FEREMANS 
Porgy and Bess (extracts) George GERSHWIN 
Missa Solemnis in Bb: Creation Mass Joseph HAYDN 
Oratorio “Paulus”, Op. 36 Felix MENDELSSOHN –BARTHOLDY 
Requiem en D Minor KV 626 Wolfgang A. MOZART 
La Messe di Gloria Giacomo PUCCINI 
Cantique Jean RACINE 
Et Misericordia (from Magnificat) John RUTTER 
 
Bel Canto  
 
Ave Maria Giulio CACCINI 
O Solé Mio Eduardo di CAPUA 
Bella siccome un angelo Malatesta – (Don Pasquale) Gaetano DONIZETTI 
Una furtive lacrimea – (L’Elisir d’amore) Gaetano DONIZETTI 
Chiedi all’aurora lusinghiera – (L’Elisird’amore) Gaetano DONIZETTI 
Panis Angelicus César FRANCK 
Bess, you is my woman – (Porgy and Bess) Georges GERSHWIN 
A bouquet! Marguerite – (Faust)  Charles GOUNOD 
Là ci darem la mano – (Don Giovanni) Wolfgang A. MOZART 
Laudate Dominum  Wolfgang A. MOZART 
Si, Mi chiamo Mimi  – (La Bohème) Giacomo PUCCINI 
 “Musette”'s Aria - (La Bohème) Giacomo PUCCINI 
Il balen del suo sorriso Conte di Luna – (Il Trovatore) Guiseppe VERDI 
Gualtier Maldé...Caro nome – (Rigoletto) Guiseppe VERDI 
Adio ! Adio ! Speranza ed anima – (Rigoletto) Guiseppe VERDI 
Lunge da lei...De’ùiei bollenti spiriti – (La Traviata) Guiseppe VERDI 
Un de Felice, eterea – (La Traviata) Guiseppe VERDI 
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Rigoletto : (Extract no. 4 (1st act) scene and duet) Guiseppe VERDI 
 “Violetta”'s Scene and Aria - Finale – (La Traviata) Guiseppe VERDI 
 
Musicals  
 
The White Horse Inn (extracts) Ralph BENATZKY 
West Side Story Leonard BERNSTEIN 
 
Film scores  
 
Animation film produced by FR3 TV – France Stéphane MEER 
 
Popular music  
 
Dis-moi (Tell me)  AFANASIEFF 
Promesse brisée (Broken Promise) AFANASIEFF 
Colonel Bogey March Kenneth ALFORD 
This violin  BACALOV 
Amsterdam  Jacque BREL 
Brussels  Jacques BREL 
Rosa Rosa  Jacques BREL 
Edith Piaf medley MISCELLANEOUS 
Everyone needs love Jean-Pierre DREAU 
A Forty-Year-Old Woman  Charles DUMONT 
Revived Heart FOSTER & SCHWARTZ 
Sacred Charlemagne France GALL 
The Ballet of Hearts  Nicola GLANSBERG 
Take me Away  B. GRAHAM 
When You say you love me HAMMOND 
Hymn for Love  M. MONNOT 
The Mission  Enio MORRICONE 
The Dreams are Within us Pierre RAPSAT 
Ocean of Dreams  SANDRI 
Medley : Lady Be Good (Georges GERSHWIN), Arr. Jack SAY 
 Clouds (Django REINHARDT), 
 On The Sunny Side of The Street (Ashby HAROLD), 
 Limehouse Blues (Bradam FURBER) 
Tangos : Adios Muchachos Julio SANDERS 
 Jealousy Jacob GADE 
Pasodobles: El Relicario José PADILLA 
 Coplas Juan MOSTAZO 
 
Christmas Carols with Choir  
 
Cantique de Noel  Adolphe ADAM 
Sleigh Ride  Leroy ANDERSON, Arr. Schulthess 
White Christmas  Irving BERLIN 
In the Bleak Mid Winter Harold DARKE 
No Small Wonder  Paul EDWARDS, Arr. Maklakiewicz 
Tomorrow shall be my dancing day John GARDNER 
Once in Royal David’s City H.J. GAUNTLETT, Arr. Willcocks 
Silent Night  F. GRUBER, Arr. Willcocks 
What Child is this ?  e Roi Henry VIII, Arr. Maklakiewicz 
Pueri Concinite  Johann von HERBECK 
Blitzen’s Boogie  Teresa JENNINGS, Arr. Maklakiewicz 
Lord before this Fleeting Season Libby LARSEN 
Hark! The Herald-Angels Sing F. MENDELSSOHN, Arr. Willcocks 
Jingle Bells  J. PIERPONT, Arr. Willcocks 
He is born, the divine child  Trad., Arr. Rutter 
In dulci jubilo  Trad., Arr. Rutter 
Sans Day Carol  Trad., Arr. Rutter 
Sussex Carol  Trad., Arr. Rutter 
The twelve days of Christmas Trad., Arr. Rutter 
Er is een Kindeke Geboren op Aard (A Child is born on Earth) Trad., Arr. Rutter 
The Holly and the Ivy Trad., Arr. H. Walford Davies 
O Come, All ye faithful J.F. WADE, Arr. Willcocks 
While Shepherds Watched their Flocks Trad., Arr. Willcocks 
Good King Wenceslas Trad., Arr. Willcocks
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6. The Musicians of the BPO 
 

 
 

 
Violon - Viool – Violin 1  

Hanna Drzewiecka(Concertmeister) 
Letizia Cellura 

Jolanta Iwaniuk 
Lioudmila Akhvlediani  

Petr Malusek 
Daphnée Hachez 
Laure Peignault 

David Van Ransbeeck 
Daniel Bartos 

Maria Amparo Camps 
Joana Sofia Costa Dias 

Gabriele Mazzeo 
Hugo Bastos 
Maria Lukova 

Marcos Gomez-Escolar Alvarez  
Eun-Young Cho 

Ayaka Toyo 
Chica Sasaki 

Liliane Van Meulebeek 

 
 

Violon - Viool – Violin 2  
Jean Richelet 

Ari Adamopoulos 
Catherine Ouvreloeil 

Karen Downie 
Claudia Kurina 

Béatrice Biez-Picio 
Hiroshi Loeuring 

Théo Portais 
Katerina Nekhaichuk 

Catherine Nachez 
André Bakhach 
Andrea Baicu 

Quentin Vanhaelen 
Brigitte Revercez 

Céline Culot 
Sarah Wightman 

 
 

Alto - Altviool - Viola  
Jean-François Berten 

Flor Salamanca 
Margo Mickiewicz 
Murielle Merino 

Anayantzy Oropeza Silva 
Herman Hagemans 

Esther Lopez Gonzales 
Lyudmila Garashchuk 

Olga Jirickova 
Tony de Vuyst 
Marc Mignon 
Adèle Fekete 

 
Violoncelle - Cello  

Aurélie Derdeyn 
Thibault Leroy 

Yi Xiao 
Juan Liang 

Jennifer Branton 
Vicente Jimbo 

Sophie De Groote 
Bruno Mente 

Anne-Gabrielle Lia-Aragnouet 
Géraldine Coop 

Françine Berckmans 
Corentin Dalgarno 

Graham Coop 
Jean Van den Doorn 

 
 

Contrebasse – Contrabas - Doublebass  
Lucien Fafchamps 

Camille Doore 
Kevin Conru 

Aude Vandervelde 
Yves May 

Cécile-Laure Kouassi 
Viola Lecomte 
Noel Damm 

 
 

 Piano/Celesta  
Sachi Nakamura 

Kibo Kataoka 
 
 

Flute –Fluit  
Marie Lagaditis 

Delphine Tchaoussoglou 
Eszter Fekete 
Tiny De Herdt 

Hélène Lagaditis 
Camille Guenot 

Charlotte Berthome 
 
 

Hautbois - Hobo - Oboe  
Jill Rupnow (+cor anglais) 

Geneviève Hekster 
Thomas Dewez (+cor anglais 

Gosia Kesicka 
Isabelle Delory 

 
 

Clarinette - Klarinet  
Frédéric Pierard  
Géraldine Fastré 
Wendy Hendrikx 

Romuald Tenti (+Clarinette basse) 
Vincent De Boever 

 
Basson - Fagot - Bassoon  

Fabian Bosman 
Thierry Berrewaerts  

Olga Antonova 
 Patrick de Clerck (contre-basson) 

 
 

Cor - Hoorn - Horn  
Rozanne Descheemaeker 

Clare Roberts 
Sigrid Ceunen 

Emma Vanden Ecker 
Emmanuel Suys 

Sarah Van Hassel 
Anne-Sophie Duterme 

 
 

Trompette – Trumpet/ Cornet  
Johan Guns 

Raphaël Lahaise 
Frédéric Quinet 

Damien Strekker 
Elena Torres 
Mo Franken 

 
 

Trombone  
Lander Geens 

Henri-Olivier Pector 
Seckin Ozmutlu 

 
 

Trombone basse  
Angelo Abiuso 

Jean-Noël Bastin 
 
 

Tuba 
Alain Bastin 
Brent Luyckx 

 
 

 Percussion - Slagwerk  
Simon Drachman 
Adrien Fortemps 
Mathias De Amici 

Martin Mereau 
Arthur Ros 

Jacob Vanneste 
Julien Mairesse 

 
 

 Harpe – Harp  
 Hanna Grociak 

Albane Mahé 
Erica Versace 
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7. Soloists 
 

 
 
 

Julie Baily Belgium alto 
Eurudike de Beul Belgium mezzo-soprano 
Daniel Blumenthal Belgium piano 
Evelyne Bohen Belgium Soprano 
Igal Braslavsky  Ukraine viola  
Chantal Calin Belgium singer 
Stefan Cifolelli Belgium tenor 
Richard Craddock  Scotland baritone 
Alessandro Deiana  Italy guitar 
Christophe Delporte  Belgium accordion  
Muhiddin D. Demiriz  Belgium piano  
Roland Demunck Belgium piano 
Vincent Devos Belgium saxophone 
Pierre Doyen Belgium baritone 
Hanna Drzewiecka Poland violin 
Hanna Drzewiecka Poland Cello 
Arnaud Dufrasne Belgium tenor 
Joshua Epstein Austria violin 
Isabelle Everarts de Velp  Belgium mezzo-soprano 
Roberto Fabbriciani Italy flute 
Philippe Favette Belgium bass 
Luigi Fracasso Italy piano 
Alexandra Friess Belgium soprano 
Eugène Galand  Belgium piano  
Lorenzo Gatto  Belgium violin  
Diana Gonnissen Belgium soprano 
Meral Güneyman United States piano 
Denis Pierre Gustin Belgium flute 
Anneli Harteneck  Germany soprano  
Umit Isgörör Turkey cello 
Bruno De Jonghe Belgium baritone 
Andrei Kavalinski Russia trumpet 
Sarah Knauf United States mezzo-soprano 
Thibault Knop Belgium soprano 
Anne Maistriau Belgium soprano 
Manu Mellaerts Belgium trumpet 
Aurélie Moreels Belgium soprano 
Hoat Nguyen  Vietnam violin  
Sharon Nicholson-Skeggs  United Kingdom soprano 
Lynn Orazi Luxembourg piano 
Mariana Ortiz Venezuela soprano 
Dalia Ouziel Belgium piano 
Orit Ouziel Belgium piano 
Hande Ozyürek Turkey violin 
Anton Parfentiev Russia piano 
Frédéric Piérard  Belgium clarinet 
Luc Ponnet Belgium organ  
Sébastien Romignon  Belgium tenor 
Eliiane Reyes Belgium piano 
Nick Sales United Kingdom tenor 
Christian Serré Belgium bass 
Ellen-Marie Sivertsen Norway soprano 
Ruya Täner Turkey piano 
Ivan Thirion Belgium baritone 
Shadey Torbey  Belgium bass 
Alexander Vaguener  Belgium piano 
Liebrecht Vanbeckevoort Belgium piano 
Zeger Vandersteen Belgium tenor  
Svenja Van Driessche Belgium violin 
Carl Van Eyndhoven Belgium carillon 
Anja Van Engeland Belgium soprano 
Hdrijckje Van Kkerckove Belgium  soprano 
Sarah Van Mol Belgium soprano 
Boyan Vodenitcharov Bulgaria piano 
Lei Wang China violin 
Wiard Witholt Holland baritone 
Elisabeth Wybou Belgium violin 
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 8. Invited Conductors and Choirs 
 
 

Conductors  
 
 Ghaffan Aalaboud Syria  
 Cindy Basso-Valentina Belgium  
 Bernard De Feche Belgium 
 Joseph El Bon Lebanon 
 Eric Delson United States 
 Erol Erdinc Turkey 
 Rik Ghesquière Belgium 
 Laurent Haye Belgium 
 Reidar Hauge Norway 
 Philippe Lambert Belgium 
 Stefano Mazzoleni Italie  
 David Miller United States 
 Norbert Nozy Belgium 
 Pablo Pavon Argentina 
 Giancarlo Rizzi Italy 
 

  
Choirs  

 Conducted by  
Antwerp Cathedral Choir  Antwerp Sebastian van Steenberghe 
Brussels Choral Society Brussels Eric Delson 
Carols for Christmas Brussels Philippe Lambert 
European Union Choir Brussels Dirk De Moor 
Clari Cantuli Kessel-Lo Ria Vanwing 
Astrid de Burlet Choral Ensemble  Waterloo Astrid de Burlet 
Kongsberg Kantori Norway Reidar Hauge 
Koninklijk Chorale Caecillia Antwerp . Paul Dinneweth 
Koninklijk Famillakoor Elsdonck Edegem Erik Demarbaix 
Onze-Lieve-Vouwkoor Malines Kristel Verporten 

 
Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra & Brussels Choral Society 

Royal Brussels Conservatoire – 13 March 2008
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9. Extracts from the Golden Book 2009-2010 
 

 
22 November 2002 
Congratulations on the great success of yesterday evening! A real pleasure to see an orchestra spring up out of 
nowhere, with players from different countries with varied experience, who are all driven by the same passion and 
aim; to work together at bringing a dream to life and immortalizing the splendour of classical music. The programme 
was excellent and the young talent showed immense potential! 
Once again, well done and good luck with taking this initiative to even greater heights. 
Nadia and Igor Korn 
Members of the audience  
 
14 Marcb 2003 
Congratulations! You had achieved such a high standard at your first concert that it was hard for you to do even better. 
However, I think with your third performance yesterday evening you may just have succeeded! It was clearly difficult 
and strange at certain points but very interesting with some outstanding passages. I really felt that the orchestra came 
together as an ensemble more than ever before. You could almost sense the concentration! We loved every minute of it.  
Best wishes from Kerstin and myself. 
Nick Sherwen. 
Member of the audience  
 
17 March 2003 
The orchestra has a great future and within the space of just a few months, it has demonstrated the ability to 
confidently tackle works of a technically and musically complex nature. The results achieved under the baton of Roger 
Bausier are truly astonishing.  
Thanos Adamopoulos 
Leader of the Symphony Orchestra of the Théâtre Royal de la Monnaie – Belgian National Opera 
 
23 April 2003 
With Roger Bausier as its conductor, the orchestra has accomplished performances that are increasingly impressive, 
both in terms of the technical interpretations as well as the musicality of the ensemble. At the end of its first season of 
concerts, the orchestra has achieved its cultural mission in the community, satisfying the wishes of those in charge. 
The presence of a dedicated audience is the best evidence of this. 
Jean Baily - Composer, Conductor  
Honorary Conductor of the Royal Brussels Conservatoire  
 
24 April 2003 
I was particularly impressed by the fact that the orchestra plays to such a high standard. This orchestra is an 
encouragement for the young graduates of our conservatoires.  
Muhiddin Durruoglu Demiriz 
Pianist – Composer 
Professor of Chamber Music at the Royal Brussels Conservatoire 
 
27 May 2003 
My husband and I thoroughly enjoyed your last “Russian Music” concert of the 02/03 season. The orchestra 
demonstrated an extremely high level, the Mozart was amazing but we would have been more interested in the 
Rachmaninov. I am already looking forward to a fun and exciting programme for next season. And should you so 
wish, I would be happy to sing for you again. Once again, best wishes to everyone and have a great summer!  
Anneli Harteneck 
Soprano 
 
15 May 2004 
After attending the orchestral conducting competition, I must confess my pure enjoyment of the artistic refrain of your 
musicians. I am very content to revel in the lovely, welcoming ambiance on behalf of all the participants. 
Robert Janssens 
Conductor – Composer 
Professor of orchestral conducting at the Royal Brussels Conservatoire 
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24 May 2004 
The orchestra has demonstrated immense musical and technical flexibility in adapting most naturally to the indications 
of the different conductors. I was impressed by the homogeneous sound of the different desks and the cohesion of the 
style and interpretation. 
Norbert Nozy 
Honorary Conductor of the Royal Music Chapel of the Guides 
 
26 May 2004 
I have nothing but praise for the quality and level of professionalism of this excellent orchestra and its outstanding 
work. Its presence on the Brussels music scene brings a cultural enrichment to the European capital.  
Joseph El Bon 
Honorary President of the “Ad'Muses” Association at Paris-Sorbonne University 
 
27 May 2004 
The excellent performance given by the orchestra showed clear accuracy and precision, dynamism and vivacity, a 
homogeneity of sound and a professionalism which is usually expected at the end of one's career. 
Frédéric de Roos 
Director of the Brussels Conservatoire 
 
22 November 2004 
I wish to congratulate you once again on yesterday's concert. First and foremost Brussels, and as a consequence the 
whole of Belgium, has gained a young and dynamic orchestra. My warmest regards.  
Birsen Demiriz 
Artistic Coordinator 
 
30 March 2005 
I wish to thank you whole-heartedly for inviting me to conduct the Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra at the Palais des 
Beaux Arts in Brussels for the 48th anniversary of the signing of the Treaty of Rome on 25 March. It was a very 
pleasant surprise to make the acquaintance of your orchestra. I felt enormous satisfaction during the rehearsals and the 
concert, both musically and socially. The orchestra brings artistic talent to the music, expressing both inspiration and 
professionalism. Both the experienced professionals and the talented young players gave their all from start to finish, 
resulting in the best performance possible. The enormous success of this concert is down to the enthusiasm of the 
players. Finally, I wish to congratulate you all on this great initiative which allows young graduates to gain orchestral 
experience under the baton of professional conductors. I wish you the best of luck with the future progress of this 
magnificent orchestra. 
Norbert Nozy 
Honorary Conductor of the Royal Guides Music 
Artistic Director Of the Royal Dutch Music Chapel, Johan Willem Friso   
 
22 June 2005 
I was delighted to have been able to witness another excellent performance by the Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra, 
this time during the final examinations of the conservatoire's orchestral conducting competition on 26th May. I 
observed how the orchestra had consolidated both its cohesion and its precision. It is also developing its own 
convincing musical identity and displaying great promise with a sound that is both varied but also respects dynamics. I 
would like to stress the great atmosphere of the competition and the professionalism of the musicians towards the 
candidates. It enabled the candidates to work freely with the ensemble and to really sculpt the works according to their 
own interpretation. I wish the Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra all the success it deserves. 
Frédéric de Roos 
Director of the Royal Brussels Conservatoire 
 
29 June 2005 
I wish to thank you warmly for your cooperation and the orchestra for its remarkable conduct throughout this long and 
difficult performance. 
Philippe Gérard 
Professor of orchestral  conducting at the Royal Brussels Conservatoire  
 
18th February 2006 
Following an excellent concert I shall now leave Brussels with wonderful memories. The orchestra is made up of 
extremely energetic and professional musicians. Every player is dedicated to their profession and loves to play as part 
of a musical ensemble. I wish to write a few words about Mr Roger Bausier and Miss Clare Roberts. The conductor of 
the orchestra, Mr Bausier, has created an excellent symphonic ensemble. I am confident that, under his direction, this 
orchestra will gain experience and become one of the best. Miss Clare Roberts organised perfectly almost every aspect 



 
18 

of the orchestra. Not only did she meet the need of every player precisely, but she took equally good care of the guest 
soloists. Every symphony orchestra could use someone like Miss Roberts. The efforts of Mr Bausier and Miss Roberts 
ensured that our concert could take place without a hitch. I wish to thank them personally for their hospitality and 
would love to see them in my country.   
Professor Umit Isgorur – Ismir (Turkey) 
Cellist – international soloist 
 
19 March 2006 
Thank you for the wonderful concert on Monday and congratulations on your admirable work with these talented 
young players.  
Père Henri Lambert 
Chaplain of  Artistes –The Cathedral of Saint Michael and St Gudula 
 
19 April 2006 
I thank you for your participation in the Gala evening at our school. My director was delighted with your performance.  
Pierre Slimani 
President of the HEI Gala 2006 - Nouveau Siècle – Lille 
 
26 May 2006 - Paris 
It was a true pleasure to welcome the Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra to our gala concert for the Chinese New Year at 
the Palais des Congrès in Paris on 25th February 2006. We enjoyed your performance enormously and the audience 
loved the dynamic, energetic style of your orchestra. It was a truly memorable evening. We really liked the successful 
cooperation of an event of such cultural significance. We especially appreciated its aim of promoting understanding 
between Oriental and Western cultural traditions. We hope to pursue this cooperation in the future. Best wishes 
Jianping Zhang 
Director of Public Relations, New Tang Dynasty TV - NTDTV France 
 
22 October 2006 
As a composer, I was impressed and overwhelmed by the excellent interpretations of the BPO. I have great memories 
not only of the professional quality of the concert but also of the particularly warm ambiance of the rehearsals of my 
concerto for piano and orchestra “Slovienska Duca”.  
Frederik van Rossum 
Composer 
 
06 January 2007 
I wish you all the best for the year 2007. I enjoyed seeing you at the concert on 30th November. Thank you for the 
experience you gave me. Kindest regards 
Lorenzo Gatto 
Violonist 
 
16 February 2007 
A very big thank you to everyone at the BPO for this excellent experience. I hope we will have the occasion to work 
together again some time. Best wishes  
Stefan Cifolelli 
Singer – Tenor 
 
03 April 2007 
First of all I would like to thank both yourself and the whole orchestra for the excellent cooperation during the 
rehearsals and for a brilliant performance at the concert. It was great to work with a young and energetic orchestra that 
was 100 percent committed to the project. On behalf of the Choir and myself, I wish to thank you greatly for an 
extremely positive experience. I hope you pass on my thanks to the members of the orchestra. 
Eric Delson 
Director of the Brussels Choral Society. 
Royal Bruxelles Conservatoire – Haydn, Creation Mass & Bruckner, Mass n° 1 
 
21 May 2007 
The combination of classical music with the stunning location of the Grande Place made a particularly enjoyable 
cocktail. Even the stall-holders thanked us. We are not ruling out programming this type of repertoire again in the 
future. Thanks to you too for your contribution to this success.  
Olivier Marette 
Office of Large Events -  Brussels International Tourism Centre 
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25 June 2007 
It was a real pleasure to be back with the BPO which, just as our soloists, is able to captivate the particularly majestic 
ambiance of Fauré’s Reqium; this is magnified even further by the acoustics of the church. Here’s to further 
cooperation in the very near future and I wish you a great holiday!  
Alexis de Baets  
President of the Brussels Choral Society 
 
13 October 2007 
It was an absolute musical pleasure for me to be able to work with the BPO. As a carillonist, I rarely have the 
opportunity to play with other musicians and to give my own interpretation of an unusual work with the 
accompaniment of a vibrant symphony orchestra - this was a chance to do just that! The great atmosphere, the 
welcome and the professional approach contributed to making this event a real celebration. I wish the orchestra all the 
success for the future and, in particular, a great deal of pleasure from playing. Who knows, maybe there is also a 
“Concerto for carillonist and orchestra” by Jan van Dijk. Best regards 
Carl van Eyndhoven 
Carillonist 
 
19 October 2007 
I would hereby like to express my appreciation to the Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra for the performance they gave 
at the Feremans de Malines and Antwerp concerts. I was extremely impressed by the discipline and dedication that the 
orchestra displayed, as well as the enthusiasm in their playing. I hope to meet the orchestra and its conductor at 
another concert one day and I wish the orchestra every success in the future.  
Jan Feremans 
President of the Gaston Feremans Foundation 
 
22 October 2007 
As organisor of the “Bronze Heart” concerts on 12th and 13th Octobre 2007, I wish to hereby make a special mention 
of the Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra. The performance of the works by Gaston Feremans and of the Concerto for 
Trumpet by Marinus de Jong was of an exceptional standard. Along with 1,600 spectators, I witnessed a group of 
passionate musicians give the very best performance possible. You could almost sense their enthusiasm in the room. 
The combination of young talent and experience seemed to be the perfect mix. At no point during the perfromance did 
the orchestra ressort to a mediocre interpretation of the music, which would have been fatal to the emotionally charged 
work by Feremans. The Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra faithfully paid hommage to the composer’s intentions. It 
goes without saying that my organisation, Marnixring Gaston Feremans, is extremely happy with the cooperation with 
the Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra. If further occasions arise, the Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra will be the first 
ensemble we contact. 
Toon Pans, 
Organisor, Marnixring Gaston Feremans Malines 
 
1 November 2007 
I would like to offer you my heartfelt congratulations on the performance of the Marinus De Jong Trumpet Concerto 
and the two works by Gaston Feremans. The trumpet concerto is a very difficult piece of music, for both soloist and 
orchestra. The orchestra shows great potential and has demonstrated it is able to effortlessly handle the degree of 
difficulty of this piece. The way in which the orchestra worked during the rehearsals and concerts, under the direction 
of Ghesquiere, was remarquable. I think the orchestra has the potential to build a large repertoir including works of 
classical, romantic and contemporary composers. It was a great pleasure to work with the Brussels Philharmonic 
Orchestra and I wish them all the very best in the future!  
Andrei Kavalinski 
International Soloist  - Trumpet 
 
11 December 2007 
Thank you for the excellent "Gershwin" evening that we spent thanks to you on the 7th December at the St-Michel 
Theatre. The perfomance was of a very high standard indeed. Well done everyone!  
Denise Grimée épse Burdet, 
Royal Brussels Protestant Choir 
 
17 December 2007 
I hereby wish to express my appreciation of the project I carried out with the Brussels Philharrnonic Orchestra on 7th  
Decembre 2007. The young musicians, full of energy and enthusiasm, produced a programme of the works of George 
Gerschwin that delighted the audience. I was very happy to work with the orchestra on Rhapsody in Blue and to be 
supported by the players’ attentive ear, their concentration and faithful rendition of the work. An unforgettable 
experience!  
Boyan Vodenitcharov 
3rd winner of the Queen Elisabeth Competition 
Professor of piano at the Royal Brussels Conservatoire 
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7 March 2008 
It was a pleasure for me to join forces with the Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra and its conductor Roger Bausier. I 
very much appreciated your passion and beautiful sound. Congratulations!! 
Roberto Fabbriciani 
International soloist – Flute 
 
9 March 2008 
What a wonderful evening, Friday 7th March 2008, a great success all round! Firstly for you and your orchestra, so 
talented that you can interpret all genres of music (such as Gershwin, last time). You direct the players with such 
sensitivity, grace and precision. A success also for the three composers, brought together. The Brussels Philharmonic 
Orchestra succeeds in all it does, and with an ambiance that both Antonyne and myself are not about to forget. So once 
again well done and thank you for having programmed “Hiver” into your concert. The warmth with which it was 
played sent a “shiver” down my spine! 
Max Vandermaesbrugge. 
Composer 
 
14 March 2008. 
What a pleasure for a composer to be played by an orchestra of such a high standard and which prizes itself on both 
enthusiasm and minute precision! The two rehearsals that I was invited to attend (yet another pleasure I gained from 
this experience) gave me a taste of the work that is managed so well by Roger BAUSIER, Artistic Director and 
Resident Conductor of the Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra. Leaving nothing to chance and giving his commands in a 
calm manner, this musician is rewarded by the equilibrium of his ensemble, in which each group is able to display 
specific qualities (excellent strings) and in which the outstanding heads of desks have the opportunity to show 
themselves to their best advantage both technically and in terms of expression. My symphonic poem Winter just kept 
sounding better and better, right up until the final success for everyone at the romantic concert on Friday 7th March 
2008. This performance was witnessed by a large audience with remarkable attention for Vandermaesbrugge, Vilardi 
and Frabbriciani, and patiently, before the sensational Tchaikovsky work. Musicians, soloist, conductor, indendant, 
public relations and administrative personnel of the orchestra thoroughly deserve the high standard that was conjured 
up at the Saint-Michel Theatre and in France. The orchestra loves every minute of it and so do we. Well done also for 
the welcome - keep up the good work! 
Max Vandermaesbrugge. 
Composer  
 
17 March 2008 
I wanted to thank you for the excellent performance by your orchestra on Thursday evening. It was a real pleasure to 
work with such a dedicated and professional orchestra. We were really very touched by the warm welcome and 
musical support we were given. It is great to see such devoted and enthusiastic young musicians. 
Eric Delson 
Director of the Brussels Choral Society. 
Royal Brussels Conservatoire  – Americana 
 
29 March 2008 
I wish to thank you a thousand times for the unforgettable experience at the Cocérome and for having allowed me to 
play the Emperor! I had always dreamed of playing it at least once in my life, it’s a real work of art! 
Congratulations on your conducting and the energy you instilled in the orchestra. 
Eliane Reyes 
Piano Soloist at the Cocérome Concert on 25th March 2008 – Concerto n° 5 by Beethoven “The Emperor” 
Professor at the Brussels Conservatoire 
 
27 April 2008 
It was a great experience to play as a soloist with the BPO. The orchestra is full of extremely talented and motivated 
musicians who have the passion and the drive to play music with others. It also provides young musicians who are 
semi-professional with the opportunity to gain vital experience on the music scene for their careers ahead. I truly hope 
that the BPO can continue to develop further in the future. It deserves to be supported and encouraged by sponsors and 
the political world. Thank you for your invitation to the “Aroutounian” Concerto for trumpet. I hope to be able to 
attend one of the orchestra’s next concerts. 
Manu Mellaerts 
Trumpet Soloist at the “Aroutounian” Concert on 27th April 2008, Trumpet solo at “La Monnaie” Belgian 
Natioanl Opera  – Brussels. Professor at the Brussels Conservatoire. 
 
27 april 2008 
Thank you very much for this beautiful interpretation of these "Symfonic sketches" so beloved in our memory 
.Nicole De Taeye 
Alex de Taeye Foundation 
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29 April 2008 
My dear Roger. I loved your Rachmaninov, and Hanna and Manu and Alex De Taeye, my grandfather. I wish to thank 
you on behalf of the Alex de Taeye Foundation, best wishes 
Jean Pierre De Taeye 
Alex de Taeye Foundation 
 
4 August 2008 
It is with great pleasure that I send you my warmest congratulations from the COCEROME for the excellent 
performance given on 25th March 2008 at the concert for the 51st anniversary of the signing of the Treaty of Rome at 
the Palais des Beaux-Arts in Brussels. 
I wish to add to these messages by passing on the praise of the Prime Minister and the Minister for External Relations, 
Mr Yves Leterme and Guy Vanhengel. 
Patrich Huart 
Secrerary General of the Cocérome 
 
6 November2008 
I was extremely pleased by your welcome, the warm and friendly atmosphere and, most of all, by the musical 
commitment. Kindly pass on my best regards to the orchestra, to Mr Bausier and to the volunteers. Keep up the good 
work! Thank you,  
Daniel Blumenthal 
Soloist – piano – Concert at the Théâtre Saint Michel on 31st  October 2008 – Concerto n°1 by Tchaikovsky 
Professeur at the Brussels Conservatoire 
 
30 November2008 
Dear Colleagues, If you were not able to attend the concert at the Palais des Beaux-Arts on Saturday evening, you 
missed one of the major musical events of the year. The Brussels Choral Society accompanied by the Brussels 
Philharmonic Orchestra performed a moving rendition of Brahms’ “German Requiem”. When the “Psalm 98” 
enjoined to “produce a joyful sound”, the result was certainly what the composer had intended. The booming roar of 
applaud that the performers received throughout several curtain calls testifies to the quality and precision of the choir 
and the orchestra. Best regards 
Tom Smit 
AP/IB Coordinator, International School of Brussels 
 
8 December 2008 
It was a great success and a great pleasure to work with you and your orchestra on Brahms. Thank you for your 
dedication; we were more than satisfied with the result. Warmest regards. 
Eric Delson 
Director of the Brussels Choral Society. 
Brahms Requiem  – Palais des Beaux-Arts – Brussels, on  29th  November 2008 
 
16 February 2009 
This was a magnificent performance by the Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra and you conducted superbly. The soloist 
Elisabeth Wybou was remarkable. The immense applaud was all the evidence needed! This was an exceptional 
evening for me, one that I will not forget in a hurry. I am very grateful to you. 
General Major e.r. René Bats 
Member of the audience  
 
8 April 2009 
The opportunity of cooperating with the Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra and the conductor Roger Bausier was a real 
honour and a great pleasure for me. I would be happy to compose new works for you all. Once again thank you very 
much. 
Alessandro Grego 
Composer of Sessanta for flute and orchestra; world premier performed on 3 April 2009 
 
8 April 2009 
It was a pleasure for me to play again with Roger Bausier as conductor and your Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra. I 
very much enjoyed your skill and artistic quality. I really hope to be able to work together with the orchestra again 
some time in the future. I wish you all the best and great success. 
Roberto Fabbriciani - Flautist – Performer with the BPO of Sessanta for flute and orchestra by Alessandro 
GREGO; world premier performed on 3 April 2009 
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8th July 2009 
I really find it hard to believe but it is true. I wish to thank you for allowing me to gain the valuable experience at the 
BPO which helped me to go on and win this competition. I shall always support the orchestra in the future and would 
be happy to help out just as I have done these last few years.  
Anthony Devriendt 
Former solo horn at the BPO – Currently solo horn in the Belgian National Orchestra  
 
30 september 2009 
I send my warmest greetings to all who are gathered for the 8th Annual Daniel Pearl World Music Days. Music has 
been called a universal language that transcends cultures and borders. Its power to move us, touch our hearts, and 
speak to our souls enriches our lives. Through artistic creativity and expression, music can build bridges between 
individuals and communities thousands of miles apart.  
This month-long event to celebrate music and honor the legacy of Daniel Pearl is a fitting tribute to a man who 
promoted respect and dialogue throughout the world. On this occasion, we recommit ourselves to tolerance, 
compassion, and 'Harmony for Humanity'. 
I wish you all the best for an enjoyable event.  
Barack Obama 
President of the United States of America 
 
30th October 2009 
To all my friends whom I had the pleasure to play with this evening, you are fantastic. There is a particular buzz 
because you have an energy that is so young and full of life that I was really able to tune into. You form an excellent 
orchestra that is made up of great musicians. Particular thanks go to Martine, Fabriccio, Géraldine, André and Jean, 
and finally the best conductor I have played with in a long time, Roger Bausier! 
You are all wonderful! 
Meral Güneyman 
International soloist (USA) – piano – Concert at Saint Michel Theatre on 30th October 2009 
Concerto in F by George Gershwin and Manhattan by François Glorieux 
 
3rd November 2009 
A wonderful evening during which I listened to a grand orchestra; grand in every sense of the word! Brilliant, 
expressive and moving. To sum it up, an unforgettable experience. Thank you once again. 
Jacqueline Vandorpe 
Political science 
 
3rd November 2009 
I am still euphoric over the concert in Belgium. I cannot wait to play with you again in the future. Your team of staff 
were great. I appreciated many different aspects of the orchestra, both personally and professionally. Thank you once 
again, let’s stay in touch!  
Meral Güneyman  
International soloist (USA) – piano –Concert at Saint Michel Theatre on 30th October 2009 
Concerto in F by George Gershwin and Manhattan by François Glorieux 
 
8th November 2009 
My dear Roger, 
I wish to thank you once again for having chosen my work "Manhattan" for your programme and I wish to 
congratulate you for both the painstaking preparation as well as for the brilliant performance. As always, I have 
nothing but praise for your professionalism and immense musical talent, BRAVO! Best wishes, 
François GLORIEUX. 
Pianist, Conductor, composer of “Manhattan” 
 
8th November 2009 
I was really very impressed by the outstanding and enthusiastic interpretation of my work "Manhattan" as well as by 
the friendly musicians of the "Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra" conducted by the meticulous and conscientious 
conductor, Roger Bausier. My warmest congratulations to everyone! 
François GLORIEUX. 
Pianist, Conductor, composer of “Manhattan” 
 
15th Decembrer 2009 
2009 is coming to an end and we are proud to be able to share with you the progress made by the Daniel Pearl 
Foundation and wish to take this opportunity to thank you for your interest and support. A safer world is our aim - 
journalism, music and dialogue are our tools – and Daniel’s heritage is our motivation. Best regards and warmest 
wishes for a joyful festive season.  
The Pearl family  
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4th February 2010 
At a logistical and organisational level your orchestra is extremely efficient; there are many people always willing to 
help out and always with a smile on their face and you have the benefit of a captive audience. Musically speaking the 
programme was rich and varied, the orchestra played very well and was well-conducted. We very much enjoyed the 
Vilardi, a real discovery ... 
In any case we wish to thank you for the kind invitation to attend and wish to say bravo for your dedication to 
marketing; the BPO is very lucky to count on your support! 
Alexis de Baets 
President of the Brussels Choral Society 
 
5th February 2010 
Very satisfied by the orchestra’s performance of the Beethoven - the enthusiasm, commitment and conviction. 
Jacques Van Holen 
Musical critic 
 
24th March 2010 
Dear Roger, 
Thank you very much for having invited me. I am astonished by the work that you do. BRAVO! It was a real pleasure 
for me to attend! We will meet again I believe.....thank you. 
Alexandre Omeliemko 
Double bass player 
 
3rd April 2010 
The first two opening pieces were very refreshing and provided an excellent entrée to the evening. We particularly 
liked the “film music” by F. Devreese. Furthermore, to enable young artists – members of the orchestra or otherwise – 
to get to know one another is a particularly good initiative. “Do you like Brahms?” Yes and no. We found this piece 
hesitant as if it was trying to find itself. The contrast with the vivacity of the opening works was quite pronounced. We 
were delighted that the 5th symphony by Tchaïkovsky was on the programme. This work is often unfairly labelled as 
“overly sentimental”. But the BPO’s rendition was nothing of the sort. Mind you, the extremely slow tempo did 
surprise us somewhat, as if the orchestra was scared to let itself go. However, the interpretation of the score was very 
analytical and enabled the audience to “see” the music coming together. Thanks to the “encore”, the orchestra freed 
itself again from a formal inhibited style and enveloped us in the Cinderella fantasy. All in all a very enjoyable 
evening which gave us a taste for more concerts, after having stopped attending them for many years. Thank you to the 
orchestra and to the friendly organiser! 
Claire & Jean-Jacques DE GHEYNDT-DEBEVER 
Members of the Audience 

Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra - Queen Elisabeth Concert Hall – Antwerp – 19th October 2007
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10. The BPO in pictures 
 

 

 

    


